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What are Biosphere Reserves?
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Biosphere Reserves
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Biosphere Reserves were initiated by UNESCO in 1976
with the aim of balancing the conservation and sustainable use of ecosystems.

The Sobo-Katamuki-Okue mountain range and surrounding area straddling Oita and Miyazaki Prefectures has
developed a diverse and precious ecosystem with its unique natural beauty and distinctive topography and geology.
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Preservation function
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Buffer Zones
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Steep mountainous terrain
and beautiful valleys
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The region offers unique scenic
beauty, including rocky ridges
from volcanic activity in every
direction, and magnicent cliffs and
beautiful low hill valleys that
capture the attention of visitors.
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Sobo, Katamuki and Okue Biosphere Reserve Area
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Features of Sobo,Katamuki and Okue Biosphere Reserve
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Wide range of vegetation
and rare species
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Conservation and use of
abundant nature
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Home to a wide range of
vegetation as well as rare animal
species such as the Japanese
serow and the Sobo salamander,
the region is a biological treasure
trove.

Local residents carry out nature
conservation activities and
sustainable use of natural
resources (agriculture, forestry and
tourism) while revering nature.
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The numerous potholes carved by the
clear stream into the massive granite

highlight the beauty of nature’s
sculpted forms.
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This mountain is famous for the colonies

of Akebono azaleas, characterized by
their lovely pink petals, at its summit.
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Shiramizu Falls
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This breathtaking waterfall has a drop of 40 m
and has been selected as one of the 15 famous
waters of Oita Prefecture.
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Kobaru Valley
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Experience both fresh, green leaves
and colorful autumn ones in the valley
of the Kobaru River, which has its
source in Mt. Sobo.
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Harajiri Falls
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These falls are around 120 m across and
20 m high. Both the top and bottom can
be approached to appreciate the
intensity up close.

EEBATHRATRR
BEHABFHHIHNLRE
¢0974-22-1117
®250&
KIWAELI-KDFRE
TenWEZ&E&S
:ﬂ- > s Ak E$ A
755 18 Ik ERHEOME RS
Taizako Canyon
BEFRVOBRAT, WAl ZIREEO R IELICRERIKE O ®2aAFHEHAHE
BTHENTOET BRSO OARICTITIIBULELOET, e AFHHIHNLE

This canyon runs along the Okudake River and is surrounded on
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both sides by ignimbrite cliffs with well-developed columnar joints. : ®30%
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Taketa City
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The artist Sesshu visited

BHEZRY T the area in the Muromachi %E%%Fﬁw
- ° period, and the falls are Chinda Former Power
Todoro Bridge has the widest also famous for being Plant Site

arch in Japan and can be
seen along with Deai Bridge,
which has the second largest.
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depicted in his painting
“Chinden Bakuzu.”
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The atmosphere of the former power plant is like
something from a movie.
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There are two sake breweries and two shochu breweries in Bungo-Ono City, o
each offering distinctive and unique flavors to enjoy. L /l\ *:I' EE IR PrEBORA—ta—>%
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Have a taste of luxury with this Asaji beef, a —
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1E 1E m ; E Roads are narrow in some places, so please be careful of your surroundings and drive slowly.
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The mineral baths here
use cold spring water.
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Fujigawachi Gorge w 0 R K S H 0 P The untouched primeval forest at the top of Mt.
ERABOED DB I ROAATEDT 2 TIT 3 Takatoriya is a Prefecturally Designated Natural
Monument.
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Enjoy canyoning to the fullest, sliding down rock plﬁj I~ I E gpggﬁg
surfaces and plunging into waterfall basins.
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Roads are narrow in some places, so please be careful of your surroundings and drive slowly.
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This community hub for the Kobaru
region is at the base of Mt. Sobo.
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Anamori Shrine
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Enter a cave known for
the legend of a giant

serpent for a mystical
experience.
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Mt.Sobo Hiking/Mt.Sobo 5th station line trail
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Walk this course to experience nature, # ﬁ I57 N
including mountain streams and rare N I*ﬁ
plants. @’UEEFE?EFJE Kobaru valley
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Streams flow for around 9 km in the
valley of the Kobaru River, whose source
is in Mt. Sobo.
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Harajiri Falls
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The water rushing down

from a 20 m precipice is
a spectacular sight.
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Roads are narrow in some places, so please be careful of your surroundings and drive slowly.
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This lodging is located at the foot of Mt.
Sobo. Guests can try the Finnish sauna.
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Taizako Canyon
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There is something to enjoy here in any season,
like fresh leaves in spring, an escape from the
heat in summer, and colorful trees in autumn.
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This is a popular spot for water =
activities and river trekking in N SH :
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SEAHER 3sha~ Takakiya sake is sold here, with a cafe and lunch
(V=YX LER K 3hours spot on the other side.

or more
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SAIKI CITY UME 1DAY COURSE
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Inside Roadside Station Ume, this is a base for N

sharing information about the Sobo, Katamuki N S B K
and Okue Biosphere Reserve. [ AHAKE RIFAD DS
@® tlamFEAFHEE2513-5GEORFER) g

£ ET#15% 15min

[ LEBDARE )

J
fan Frehsyy g —
b - R T HEROKWIBFHHHDET DT,
- A - AEISEELLELABD - DEFLTLIES N,
N W |

BHEHR. BERAERI-1

Z2FZ(1BTA~2B LR ICIZ R
ReKBEYT—HHVET,
This trekking course takes about four
hours there and back. Be sure to wear
comfortable clothing and trekking shoes. ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ
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This natural indigo-dyeing workshop
uses indigo produced in Taketa.
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The waves flowing like a lace curtain are a predecessors of art.
This dam was constructed for agricultural purposes.
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water.
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Visitors can see the surrounding mountains.
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One of the largest six-span stone arch bridges in
Japan, renowned for its impressive scale
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Press flowers in this simple
workshop.
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Experience mountain biking on
this course.
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Tea time with pure spring water
by the campfire,overlooking
the mountains

solairo guide tours
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BUNGO-ONO CITY 1DAY COURSE
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Purchase local specialties at the Yume Ichiba
farmer’s market.
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8:00~18:00(12~388:00~17:00)
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Many workshops offer a chance to experience the countryside.
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The view from the summit is
magnificent, and visitors can get a

sweeping look at the surrounding
area.
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Tour members will not only circle Harajiri Falls but also see
everything, even behind the torrents.
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This family-friendly rafting tour allows

for safe exploration.
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Learn about the lives of

Experience making onigiri with rice cooked
in a kamado stove.
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Japanese honeybees and
sample honey.
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Travel time from major airports and train stations to Saiki City (Ume)
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Travel time from major airports and train stations to Taketa City
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Travel time from major airports and train stations to Bungo-ono City
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